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URGFNT
1ST LD 2884 -
RY EDVARN K, DELONG :
‘ ,/ CAMP LEJEUNE, N, €, (UPI) -« THE UNITFN STATFS ANNOUNCFD THURSPAY
]IT IS SENDING A SECOND HELICOPTER CARRIER TO THF MENITERRANFAN,
NOUBLING THE SIZF OF THF U, S. FMARINE FORCF ATTACHED TO THE SIXTH
FLEET.
THE CARRIER IWO JIMA, WITH APPROXIMATFLY 2,032 YFEN FROM THE 3RD
IATTALION OF THE STH VARIMF REGIMENT, WILL DVPADT FOR THF
MEDITERRANEAN "WITHIN THE NEXT FEW DAY“ " A MAPINE SPOKESHMAN AT CAMP
LEJEUNF SAID, - :
. CTHE IWO JIMA ORIGIMNALLY HAD REEN SCHEDULFED TO GO TO THE
MEDITERRANEAN IN NOVEMBRER,
THE MARINES CANCELLFYD A MAJOR AMPHIRBTIQUS LANDING FXFRCISE
INVOLVING THE IWO JI¥A 18 HOURS BEFORE IT WAS TO REGIM IN ORDER TO
3 PREPARE THE BIG SHIP FOR ITS DEPLOYMENT TO THF WARTORN MIDRLF FAST.
: THE EXERCISE HAD BFEN PLANNED AS THE 3RD RATTALION'S FINAL SHAKEDOWN
: SEFORT A ROUTINE SIX=-MONTH YEDITERFRANEAN CRUISE,
OFFICIALS REFUSFD TN COMMENT ON WHY THE WO JIMA WAS BRING SENT
AHEZAD OF SCHEDULE AND WHETHFR GUADALCANAL, THE MELICOPTER CARRIFR NOW
TN THE MEDITERRANEAN WITH THFE 28D RATTALION OF THE STH MARINES
ABQARD, WOULD REMAIN AFTER THE JVO JIMA ARRPIVEDR,
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- CANCEL 12-11t
1ST ADPD IST LD CANCEL CAMP LEJFUNE 294p XX ARRIVED,

INFORMED SOURCES, HOVEVER, SAID BOTH HFLICOPTER CARRIERS PRORABLY
WOULD BE STATIORED IN THE MEDTITERRANFAN FOR THE TIYFE RFING IN CASFE
THE NEED AROSE TO RESCUE AMFRICAN CIVILIANS IN ANY OF THE COUNTRIES
CAUGHT {iP IN THF waRr,

THE EXFRCISE IN WHICH THE IWO JTMA HAD RFEN SCHFDULFD TO TAKE PART
CALLED FOR AN AMPHIRIOUS LANDING TO RESCIHT CIVILIANS AND TMRAGSY
PERSONNEL IN THE MYTHICAL COUNTRY OF SLOUGHLAND, THVORETICALLY A
MENTTERRANFAN COUNTRY RUT ACTUALLY A COLLECTION OF CINDER BLOCK
SYILDINGS AT THIS NORTH CAROQOL INA RASF,

ANNOUNCEMERT THAT THE TWO JIMA WOULD GO TO THY MFPITERRANEAN WAS
UNUSUAL , BRECAUSE U, S, NAVY SHIP MOURMENTS NORMALLY ARE NOT ANNOUNCED
IN ADVANCE, BUT TWO NEWSHMEN WEPE AT CAMP LEJFUNE TO OBSERVE THE IWO
JIMAT S TROOPS IN THEIR EXERCISF VHEN IT WAS CANCELLFED,

"THE EXERCISE TNVOLVING THFE U,S,S. TWO JIMA WAS CANCELLED SO THF
SHIP COULD COMPLETE DEPLOYMENT PREPARATIONS TH NRNFR THAT SHE MAY

- DFPART FOR THE MENTTERRAMNEAN WITHIN THE NEXT FEV DAYS TO JOIN THE &TH
FLEET," THFE ANNQUNCEMENT SAID.

"WE HKAVE NO FURTHER COMMENT AT THIS TIME,™

SCURCES SAID THE IVO JIYA WAS ORNERED TO PROCEED IMMEDIATFLY TO
ITS HOYE PORT OF NORFOLX, VA,, TO LODAD SUPPLIES FOR ITS VOYAGF,
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